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available In print, from the Bible to a Louisville newspaper. In
these early intellectual prowlings was laid the foundation of Lin-
coln's later career. Unlike many prodigies, he was a bootstrap
geniuj who rose above his surroundings by independent effort
and indefatigable study.
Benjamin Franklin's rise to fame shows certain similarities. In
and out of school during early childhood, he read constantly any-
thing and everything he could lay hands on, while learning the
soap-making trade and serving as apprentice to a cutler. When
his father recognized Franklin's ability as a scholar, the boy was
sent regularly to school, where he leaped to the head of the class
and promptly skipped a grade. Arithmetic he flunked. Later,
ashamed of his record in mathematics, he determined to master
the subject, sped through an arithmetic text and two books on
navigation, including their geometry. Like Lincoln, he excelled in
intellectual argument and in physical feats. Where Lincoln split
rails to the admiration of the countryside, Franklin won consider-
able acclaim as a swimming teacher. In the printing trade Frank-
lin showed his inventiveness by making both type and ink, but for
a time his talent turned chiefly toward writing. He became best
known as a diplomat, statesman, and scientist. In Mrs. Miles'
genius study his I.Q. is rated at 145.
Napoleon Bonaparte is given an I.Q. between 135 and 140.
When very young he showed a passion for military things. Above
all he liked playing with tin soldiers. He organized snow fights,
led the village boys in raids against the shepherd boys, and later,
in a Paris military school, spent his free hours studying military
tactics and planning elaborate battles. To subdue his tempestu-
ous nature, his mother first sent him to a girls' school. His first
love affair is said to have occurred at the age of five. At later
schools he showed unusual interest in mathematics, history, and
the exact sciences. Repetition irked him. He never learned to
spell correctly, wrote a deplorable hand, and limped along in
languages. A professor of literature once described his flair for